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SUBJECT: EANES SPEECH STIRS CONTROVERSY 
REF: LISBON 3246 (DTG 261425Z APR 77) 

SUMMARY: POLITICAL PARTY LEADERS AND PRESS COMMENTATORS 
HAVE STIMULATED A PUBLIC DEBATE ON THE MEANING OF THE 
PRESIDENT'S APR 25 ADDRESS TO THE ASSEMBLY. PSD LEADER 
SA CARNEIRO CALLED EANES'S SPEECH A SERIOUS WARNING TO 
THE GOVERNMENT. SOARES TOLD THE AMBASSADOR THAT EANES 
HAD ASSURED HIM ON APR 26 OF HIS UNDIMINISHED SUPPORT. 

EMBASSY READING CONTINUES TO BE THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS 
SERVED NOTICE TO THE GOVERNMENT, THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE 
POLITICAL PARTIES TO CLOSE THE GAP BETWEEN REVOLUTIONARY 
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OBJECTIVES AND PERFORMANCE. THE SPEECH SHOULD NOT, 

HOWEVER, BE READ AS AN ULTIMATUM. END SUMMARY. 

1 . SA CARNEIRO'S INTERPRETATION: PSD PRESIDENT SA 
CARNEIRO TOLD THE AMBASSADOR AND EMBOFF APR 27 THAT 
PRESIDENT EANES'S APR 25 SPEECH (REFTEL) WAS A CLEAR 
WARNING TO THE GOVERNMENT, THE PCP, AND THE ASSEMBLY. 
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SA CARNEIRO CITED WHAT HE SAID WERE SEVERAL SPECIFIC 
WARNINGS TO JUSTICEMINISTER ALMEIDA E SANTOS TO MOVE 
MORE DECISIVELY ON LAW AND ORDER UNDER THREAT OF 
"EXCEPTIONAL PRESIDENTIAL MEASURES." SA CARNEIRO ALSO 
POINTED TO EANES'S COMPLAINT ABOUT HESITATIONS AND 
POSTPONEMENTS AS A SERIOUS WARNING TO THE GOVERNMENT. 

AT HIS APR 26 AIRPORT PRESS CONFERENCE PRIOR TO 
LEAVING FOR THE U.S., SA CARNEIRO SAID THE PRESIDENT 
HAD INITIALLY GIVEN THE GOVERNMENT A NINE-MONTH 
MANDATE, AND WAS ON APR 25 ANNOUNCING HIS DISSATISFACTION 
WITH ITS PERFORMANCE. 

2. PARTY AND PRESS COMMENTS: IN APR 26 CONVERSATIONS WITH 

THE AMBASSADOR, EMBOFFS, AND ARMAN POLITICAL OBSERVERS OFFERED 

THEIR VIEWS OF THE PRESIDENT S APR 25 SPEECH: 

- "EXPRESSO" ASSISTANT EDITOR MARCELO REBELO DE SOUSA 
(PSD): EANES'S SPEECH MARKED THE BEGINNING OF A "PRESIDENTIAL 
GOVERNMENT." THE PRESIDENT WILL ASK SOARES TO FORM A 
GOVERNMENT WITH A CABINET OF TECHNICAL EXPERTS FROM 

THE THREE DEMOCRATIC PARTIES. 

- FORMER BEJA CIVIL GOVERNOR LTC FIGUEIRA: EANE'S 
SPEECH WAS A CLEAR AND OVERT WARNING TO THE GOVERNMENT. 

- PS NATIONAL SECRETARIAT MEMBER ALBERTO ARONS DE 
CARVALHO: THE PS DID NOT INTERPRET EANES'S SPEECH AS 

A MANDATE TO FORM A COALITION GOVERNMENT. THE PS WOULD 
NOT AGREE TO TAKE OTHER PARTIES INTO THE GOVERNMENT IN ANY 
CASE. PRESIDENT EANES HAD PRIVATELY ASSURED SOARES OF HIS 
BACKING. 

- PRESIDENT'S MILITARY ADVISER MAJ PIMENTOL: EANES INTEND- 
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ED HIS SPEECH TO BE VERY TOUGH; ACTION WILL FOLLOW. 

. SOARES DENIES PRESIDENTIAL WARNING: PRIME MINISTER 
SOARES ACKNOWLEDGED TO THE AMBASSADOR APR 27 THAT 
PRESIDENT EANES'S REMARKS ON APR 5 WOULD COMPLICATE MATTERS 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT. SOARES SAID HE HAD PREVIOUSLY ADVISED 
EANES NOT TO GET TOO CLOSE TO THE SOCIALISTS, SINCE HE HAD 
TO MAINTAIN HIS OPTIONS. NOW EANES HAD GONE TO THE OTHER 
EXTREME BY GETTING INTO THE GOVERNMENT'S BUSINESS. HIS 
STATEMENTS WOULD AWAKEN NOSTALGIA FOR A RETURN TO THE PAST. 
THIS ONLY PLAYED INTO THE HANDS OF THE COMMUNISTS AND THE 
RIGHT. SOARES SAID HE HAD LAID ALL THIS OUT FOR EANES DURING 
A MEETING THE PREVIOUS EVENING. EANES HAD RESPONDED THAT 
ATTACKING THE GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN FARTHEST FROM HIS MIND; HE 
CONTINUED TO SUPPORT SOARES FULLY. EANES ADDED THAT HE WOULD 
CORRECT THE FALSE IMPRESSION HIS REMARKS HAD CREATED. SOARES 
SAID HE TOOK THE PRESIDENT AT HIS WORD. NOTING THAT "EANES 
IS STILL SOMEWHAT INEXPERIENCED." 
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4. SOARES GOES PUBLIC: UPON HIS APR 27 DEPARTURE 

FOR STRASBOURG TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE, SOARES 

MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS ON THE GROWING CONTROVERSY: 

- GOVERNMENT RETAINS PRESIDENT'S CONFIDENCE: THE 
GOVERNMENT RETAINS THE FULL CONFIDENCE OF THE PRESIDENT. 
LESS THAN A MONTH AGO THE PRESIDENT SPECIFICALLY AND 
PUBLICLY REITERATED HIS COMPLETE CONFIDENCE IN THE 
GOVERNMENT. 

- WARNING NOT DIRECTED AT GOVERNMENT: IT WOULD BE 
INCORRECT TO INTERPRET THE PRESIDENT'S WORDS AS 
DIRECTED AT THE GOVERNMENT. RATHER THEY WERE A GENERAL 
WARNING, CALLING ATTENTION TO A CERTAIN INACTIVITY ON 
THE PART OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY AND IN A BROADER 
SENSE CALLING UPON ALL PORTUGUESE TO MEET THEIR 
RESPONSIBILITIES TO THE NATION. 
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- BAITING SA CARNEIRO: "I DO NOT UNDERSTAND HOW SA 
CARNEIRO CAN CONSIDER THE GOVERNMENT TO BE INCOMPETENT 
AND FAIL TO DO ANYTHING TO CHANGE THE SITUATION." 

- NO CHANGES NOW: THE MAKEUP OF THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT 
REMAINS VALID. THE PS CONTINUES TO REJECT COALITIONS 
WITH EITHER THE LEFT OR THE RIGHT. 

5. COMMENT: EANES'S SPEECH, TOUGH BY PORTUGUESE 
STANDARDS, WAS CLEARLY INTENDED TO ADDRESS THE FRUSTRA- 
TIONS FELT BY MANY PORTUGUESE. WITH THE ARMED FORCES 
LARGELY IN HAND, THE PRESIDENT HAS STEPPED UP HIS 
INVOLVEMENT IN GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS. CONTINUED BYPLAY 
WITH THE PRIME MINISTER OVER THEIR RESPECTIVE ROLES CAN 
BE EXPECTED. THE EANES SPEECH SHOULD NOT, HOWEVER, BE 
READ AS AN ULTIMATUM TO THE GOVERNMENT OR AS A DECLARATION 
OF INTENT BY EANES TO TAKE CHARGE. OUR READING 
CONTINUES TO BE THAT STATED IN REFTEL: THE PRESIDENT 
IS CONCERNED BY THE WIDE DISPARITY BETWEEN REVOLUTIONARY 
OBJECTIVES AND POLITICAL PERFORMANCE, AND HAS SERVED 
NOTICE THAT HE WILL CONTINUE TO PRESS THE GOVERNMENT, 

THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE POLITICAL PARTIES TO CLOSE 
THE GAP. 
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